Updated 27 April 2021

What is the latest advice regarding the Oxford/AstraZeneca
vaccine?
The MHRA is carrying out a detailed review of reports of a very rare blood clotting problem
affecting a small number of people who have had the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine
The problem can also happen in people who have not been vaccinated and it's not yet clear
why it affects some people.
The COVID-19 vaccine can help stop you getting seriously ill or dying from coronavirus. For
people aged 30 or over and those with other health conditions, the benefits of being
vaccinated outweigh any risk of clotting problems.
For people under 30 without other health conditions, it's currently advised that it's preferable
to have another COVID-19 vaccine instead of the Oxford/AstraZeneca vaccine.
Call 111 immediately if you get any of these symptoms starting from around 4 days to 4
weeks after being vaccinated:
o
o
o
o
o

a severe headache that is not relieved with painkillers or is getting worse
a headache that feels worse when you lie down or bend over
a headache that's unusual for you and occurs with blurred vision, feeling or being
sick, problems speaking, weakness, drowsiness or seizures (fits)
a rash that looks like small bruises or bleeding under the skin
shortness of breath, chest pain, leg swelling or persistent abdominal (tummy)
pain

Further information on the Covid-19 Vaccines can be found HERE

Can I have the vaccine if I am currently pregnant, breastfeeding or
trying to conceive?
If you're pregnant, you should be offered the COVID-19 vaccine when you're eligible for it.
It's preferable for you to have the Pfizer/BioNTech or Moderna vaccine because they've
been more widely used during pregnancy in other countries and have not caused any safety
issues.
You can also have the COVID-19 vaccine if you're breastfeeding.
Speak to a healthcare professional before you have the vaccination. They will discuss the
benefits and risks with you.
There's no evidence that the COVID-19 vaccine has any effect on your chances of becoming
pregnant. There's no need to avoid pregnancy after vaccination.
The vaccine cannot give you or your baby COVID-19.
You can also read the following leaflet Covid-19 Vaccination – information for women of
childbearing age, those pregnant or breastfeeding

